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SAVE BIAFRA 


Auberon Waugh demands that we scream it from 
the rooftops—‘‘ What crime have the Biafrans 
committed to justify the deliberate starvation of 
half a million children?” Rabbi Friedlander 
speak of the “sin of our society” which has made 
genocide an accepted fact of life. 


Eddie Ekesiobi, a Biafran journalist, cried out for 
arms and more arms, while Mr Okabir, a Biafran 
politician, announces that Biafrans are prepared 
to die and go on dying. An Ibo nurse, soon to 
leave Biafra, addresses us all as her ‘ beloved 
English public ” with the belief that “ the average 
British man and woman does understand what is 
happening in my country .. .” Such was last 
Sunday’s Save Biafra Rally in Trafalgar Square, 
when 500 people, perhaps a third of them Ibos, 
stood in Trafalgar Square at the climax of a week- 
end of action that had included an overnight 
“ sleep-out ” for about 25 people in drenching rain 
along Whitehall, 


Turning away support 


Numerically the weekend was a disaster and, 
although numbers never compensate for 
rational argument, it is clear that the sheer weight 
of protest now needed to end the Government’s 
present wicked policy will not be drummed up by 
existing pro-Biafra organisations alone. Peter 
Cadogan, secretary of ‘Save Biafra”, main 
aa of Sunday’s rally, seemed to recognise 
is. 
But where he made it impossible for many deeply 
concerned and profoundly disgusted individuals 
to follow him was by advocating in the same 
breath massive support for the Biafrans by way of 
arms and money to “throw the Nigerians out”. 


There are half a dozen ways in which the respon- 
sibility for the hell that is Biafra can be dis- 
tributed. The Red Cross can be blamed for 


Tom Hayden 


expending valuable time and money on building 
up an unnecessary bureaucracy in Lagos, and for 
stifling independent initiatives (e.g. the Mercy 
Missions). The Russian and Egyptian governments 
are guilty of wantonly exploiting the situation to 
extend their spheres of influence and arms 
markets. The Federal army has committed almost 
every crime conceivable, in some areas. 


As for the British Government, the statement by 
Lord Shepherd himself last week that ‘The 
British Government has stood four square with 
the Federal military government of Nigeria and 
will continue to do so” indicates how much faith 
can be placed in the story that arms supplies have 
been maintained as the only way of keeping a 
restraining influence on the Nigerians. 


With the recent news of a confirmed starvation 
death-rate of between 5,000 and 10,000 a day, and 
wholesale strafings of Umuahia by Federal planes, 
it is intolerable that vital facts about arms 
supplies, trade concessions and the true state of 
the war should still be withheld from the British 
public. Persistent accounts claim that the present 
advance was only made possible by the British 
Ferret cars and Saladins. 


At the same time the Biafran leadership is not 
blameless. Apart from journalists’ tales of being 
entertained by politicians while children literally 
starved to death on the doorsteps, Ojukwu has 
hindered relief supplies simply by giving priority 
on the makeshift airstrips to arms. In the present 
situation this may be inevitable; but such a 
decision on priorities must be seen in the light of 
statements (by, for example, Mr Okabir) that all 
adult Biafrans must now be regarded as com- 
batants, the apparent insistence by others that the 
war will not end until the whole of the former 
East Central state is recaptured by Biafra, or even 
talk by some of advancing and capturing Lagos. 


Linked with this is the fear that civilians are 
being urged, if not compelled, to flee from the 
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towns into the bush, both to form a sort of 
protective caucus for a prolonged guerrilla war 
and to preserve for the bargaining table the fact 
that Biafra, however small, still ‘does exist”’. 
On the other hand, it should be noted that last 
week some leading Biafrans (including, it seems, 
Dr Azikiwe) made moves to declare a conditional 
surrender. 


Helping British policy 

In neglecting the responsibility that the Biafrans 
themselves have—not just for moderation in a 
situation where any extreme act will trigger off 
reprisals, but also for bringing the war to an end 
now in the hope of saving the millions dying from 
starvation (two million by the end of the year at 
the present rate)—the Save Biafra campaign may 
unintentionally be diffusing the opposition to 
those who undoubtedly bear vastly more blame, 
the British and Federal Governments. 


Moreover, the insistence that British responsibility 
for the conflict be seen largely in the context of 
the right of the Ibos to secede—rather than of 
Britain’s responsibility to abandon an immoral 
policy—has helped the Government divert atten- 
tion from the steps it should take, to mechanical 
arguments about the pre-requisites for negotia- 
tions and the kind of rights Ibos shall or shall 
not be allowed to have. 


Advocating arms supplies for Biafra, and collect- 
ing money for this end may be perfectly logical 
to a Biafran nationalist (though some Biafrans are 
now questioning the wisdom of such tactics); but 
such a campaign cannot embrace those whose 
immediate concern is for a cease-fire, an end to 
starvation and a swift end to the war. The 
campaign we need now is one aimed at halting 
British complicity in murder and starvation. That 
is all we have to demand, and the minimum we 
require. Rocer Moopy 


THE REAL MEANING OF THE PARIS TALKS 


We have to understand that the 
United States Government is attempt- 
ing to end the anti-war movement 
rather than ending the war: that 
Johnson is even prepared to sacrifice 
himself in order to let the war go on: 
that the war is the most important 
priority, not the personal ambition for 
political success of Lyndon Johnson. 


First of all, let us understand how the 
talks in Paris came about. The reason 
the United States decided to make its 
initiative on March 31 can only be 
understood in the context of what 
was happening in Vietnam. The 
United States was steadily losing the 
war in military terms in 1967 and 
68, climaxing at the time of January 
and February during the Tet Offen- 
sive in which the National Liberation 
Front attacked, in a co-ordinated way, 
approximately 140 military bases of 
the United States throughout South 
Vietnam. 


Out of this crisis the United States 
ruling group knew full well would 
come a greater demand within the 
United States, within Western Europe 
and the rest of the world for some 
kind of cessation of the war. This 
demand was being expressed not only 


on the streets but in the amateur 
candidacy of Eugene McCarthy, which 
was growing into a more professional 
candidacy of Robert Kennedy. 


Faced with this political crisis at 
home stemming from a political and 
military crisis in Vietnam, faced with 
a hot summer coming up in which 
America would not have the resources 
to deal with many Vietnams through- 
out our cities, faced with a situation 
in which the confidence in the dollar 
was shaken because of the Vietnam 
War, we can imagine that a number 
of influential advisers sat down with 
President Johnson in mid-March and 
told him that he had to cut losses 
somehow in Vietnam and deal with 
American public opinion. And he took 
that advice. 


Cut US losses 


At the same time the North 
Vietnamese were pursuing their very 
carefully developed programme of 
modifying and clarifying the condi- 
tions under which they would talk. 
They invited Walter Cronkite, of 
Columbia Broadcasting Service (CBS), 
to come to North Vietnam to have an 


interview with. the North Vietnamese 
Foreign Minister at the end of March. 
Cronkite was not able to go, so CBS 
suggested to the North Vietnamese 
that Charles Collingwood (a political 
mtimate of Averell Harriman) come 
in Cronkite’s place. 


The North Vietnamese accepted the 
offer. Collingwood came to Hanoi. 
And in the course of preparing for the 
interview which was to occur in the 
first week of April, he had a pre- 
liminary discussion with the Foreign 
Minister, at which time Collingwood 
talked about the kind of questions he 
would like to ask and the North 
Vietnamese Minister talked about the 
kind of questions that he would like 
to answer. 


In the course of this discussion it 
became clear to Collingwood that the 
Foreign Minister might be preparing 
to make significant clarifications of 
the conditions under which contacts 
between North Vietnam and_ the 
United States might begin. Colling- 
wood cabled this message directly 
back to CBS, and through one means 
or another it landed on the desk of 
Lyndon Johnson. 


It would have been very difficult for 


the American Administration in this 
election year to be faced with a 
gesture by North Vietnam which 
would have made it seem easy for 
some sort of preliminary contacts to 
begin. My own opinion is that John- 
son decided to put together very 
rapidly some kind of gesture to under- 
cut the gesture he felt was coming 
from North Vietnam. And so, on the 
eve of April Fool’s Day, he put to- 
gether his package of “ limiting” the 
bombing and withdrawing from the 
Presidency. ‘ 

We can imagine two days of very 
serious discussion in Hanoi about 
what all this meant, since Mac- 
Namara had been retired, Westmore- 
land was on his way out, and now 
Johnson had announced his retire- 
ment. The North Vietnamese decided 
that Johnson’s move could be in line 
with their own plans anyway to 
initiate some kind of contact. So they 
went ahead. 

What followed, from the North 
Vietnamese point of view, was the 
establishment of a useful check on the 
possibility of American escalation. 
Just as the North Vietnamese talks at 
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BOULOGN E—An international 
audience listens to the case for 
North Vietnam on September 22 
during the day trip organised by the 
British Council for Peace in Viet- 
nam to meet with DRV representa- 
tives now at the Paris “ peace 
talks”. Tom Hayden suggests that 
North Vietnam’s motives for attend- 
ing the “peace talks” are mainly 
connected with its desire to check 
any further escalation of the war by 
America, while America’s participa- 
tion is an attempt to end the anti- 
war movement rather than end the 


war. 
(Photo: Serena Wadham.) 
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Geneva in 1954 were a means to check 
the possibility of atomic intervention 
by the United States, they decided 
that in 1968 this might be the point 
to try to place a lid on any attempts 
to escalate further on the part of the 
United States. 


So now was the time to try to check 
an escalation of the war that can 
only lead closer and closer to all-out 
genocide. And at the same time, in 
the Vietnamese view, this would in- 
crease the demoralisation and disinte- 
gration of the so-called Government 
in Saigon, and it would unleash a 
wave of hopefulness across the world 
among people whose greatest desire 
is for peace to come in Vietnam. 


That, I think, is the reason why 
Hanoi and the National Liberation 
Front agreed that these talks should 
begin. What I think we must be clear 
about, however, is the American 
reasoning for entering the talks. Any- 
time the other side has shown any- 
thing approaching flexibility or con- 
ciliatory attitudes, America has seen 
it as a sign of weakness, a sign that 
the United States is on the brink of 
military victory. And that is the 
attitude I think the United States 
negotiators took to Paris. 


The United States has been able to 
succeed more than ever in the putt- 
ing together of what has appeared to 
be de-escalation of the war with de 
facto escalation and intensification of 
the war. This is very obvious if we 
simply examine the contradictory and 
absolutely obstructive and_ rigid 
“bargaining” positions that have 
been offered by the United States in 
Paris, though they have not been 
quoted in great depth at home. 


US propaganda 


Really there are two parts to the 
American position. First, the demand 
that the Vietnamese not take advan- 
tage militarily if the United States 
cease the bombing of North Vietnam. 
One day Harriman says this means 
that the North Vietnamese get out of 
the area of the Demilitarised Zone, 
another day that the North Viet- 
namese should respect the 1962 
Laotian Accords (which according to 
Harriman means they should get their 
troops out of Laos)—and another day 
it means that they are allowed to in- 
crease those supplies, and another day 
it means that the North Vietnamese 
should call off the shelling of 
Saigon. 


This is not a position that is meant to 
lead to discussions. It is a propaganda 
position It totally opposes the bar- 
gaining position of the other side, 
which says essentially that the 
United States is legally and morally 
the aggressor in Vietnam, has no 
legitimacy in Vietnam, and therefore 
to. even raise the question of 
reciprocity is totally to misunderstand 
what the war is all about and what 
the other side wants. 


The second part of the American 
position has to do with South 
Vietnam. And that position is that 
the Viet Cong, as the Americans call 
them, should join up into the phoney 
constitutional process which the 
United States has set up. This has 
been reiterated ever since the autumn 
of 1966 at the first Honolulu Con- 
ference. The essence of the position 
is that the United States will with- 
draw its troops some day from South 
Vietnam and ‘the level of violence 
thus subsides”, to use the exact 
quotation. 


And that is an out and out call for 
surrender: that is an out and out 
statement that the National Libera- 
tion Front should disarm and re- 
patriate those who want to go north 
to the North under the eyes of a 
puppet Government that the United 
States has set up: then dissolve the 
organisation of the National Libera- 
tion Front and join the constitutional 
process which Johnson calls a one 
man-one vote process. 


This is Johnson’s alternative to the 
position which calls for coalition 
Government in South Vietnam, a 
position which he has consistently 
rejected along with Hubert (though 
Hubert is now flirting with the 
position, for purposes that I'll get to 
soon). So that is the diplomatic de- 


mand of the United States: the sur- 
render of the other side. 
On the military side, the United 


States has not reduced the bombing. 
This is of absolute importance for, us 
to understand. To prove this, we can 
quote Clark Clifford announcing that 
the number of sortees flown over the 
panhandle section of North Vietnam 
has increased. We can cite Westmore- 
land’s statement, as he left Vietnam, 
that we can still wage a war of 
attrition which will threaten the 
future of the nation. We can quote 
The New York Times, saying more 
than 20,000 American troops have 
been landed in South Vietnam since 
March 31 when Johnson asked the 
other side to show restraint. We can 
see that Clark Clifford has taken with 
him over to Saigon a whole plan to 
increase the technological power, the 
fire power, of the ARVN—the puppet 
troops. 


A theory of this escalation appeared 
jn an article written by Herman 
Kahn of the Hudson Institute, who 
is known to us as the man who 
thought the unthinkable about the use 
of thermo-nuclear weapons on the 
Russians and Chinese. And he has now 
come forward with a book, Can We 
Win in Vietnam?, which includes an 
essay by himself titled ‘‘ Towards a 
Programme of Victory ” 


This essay and the rest of the book 
were written after the Tet Offensive. 
The essay calls for the military im- 
provement of the ARVN and the 
transformation of it into a terror 
police squad, giving them M-16s and 
better rocket launchers and grenade 
launchers. And second, it calls for a 
certain kind of change in the policy 
of bombing North Vietnam which, in 
Kahn’s own words, would appear to 
the other side and to the anti-war 
critics in America to be de-escalation, 
while actually laying the ground for 
significant escalation towards military 
victory. 


Hidden escalation 


Kahn calls for the reduction of the 
bombing of North Vietnam to the 
area south of Vinh which is just south 
of the 20th Parallel. He calls for the 
intensification and concentration of 
the Lombing between Vinh and the 
17th Parallel. He says that this would 
be effective in the first place as a 
diplomat.c gesture to regain the 
prestige of the United States and de- 
flect anti-war sentiment at home—but 
also effective for military reasons. 


First of all, it allows you to give up 
on the bombing which is aimed at the 
morale of all the people of Vietnam, 
the scattered terror bombing that 
has occurred throughout North 
Vietnam, and concentrate your 
military foree instead against the 
narrowest target area and the most 
strategic target area, the passes south 
of Vinh through which the supplies 
flow to the south. It allows you to do 
it at a time when there are shortages 
of American pilots and planes, and 
the distribution system bringing 
those bombs over from Oakland and 
other ports to Vietnam is not work- 
ing fast enough. 


It allows you, in other words, to use 
your limited resources to get a greater 
effect. It allows you to draw out the 
MiGs of North Vietnam which have 
been very effective in combination 
with the rest of their air defence 
system, draw them into a tinier air- 
space where the Navy and Air Force 
planes can go after them with greater 
success. And it also allows you to 
bring the battle ship New Jersey up 
along the coast to intensify the shell- 


ing of North Vietnam over the narrow 
panhandle area which is within the 
range of the New Jersey’s guns. 


Kahn goes on to say that this is the 
best way for the United States to 
proceed also if it intends to escalate 
the war later, because he thinks the 
next major escalation steps should be 
the invasion of North Vietnam south 
of Vinh. He says that is the best place 
—-because if you use nuclear weapons 
on Hanoi, that might bring the 
Russians in: and if you go too far 
north with an invasion, that might 
bring the Chinese in. If you can seize 
this property north of the Demili- 
tarised Zone, it gives you a very 
useful bargaining counter in your 
demand about the political future of 
South Vietnam. 


And finally, Kahn says the best time 
to put this plan into effect would be 
before the November elections, or 
immediately thereafter, so the 
United States could either deflect 
anti-war sentiment and prepare itself 
even to go into negotiations from a 
position of strength, or proceed 
directly in the effort to claim a 
military victory. 

Now the main point to understand 
is that the present talks in Paris are 
part of an American escalation—not 
different in substance, but different in 
form, from all the past escalations 
which have had a dual nature—first, 
to try to gain a military advantage, 
and second, to attempt to deflect 
anti-war sentiments round the world, 
particularly in the United States. And 
in addition it has the character of 
our previous escalations in the sense 
that it flows from a deteriorating 
situation for the Americans in 
Vietnam. 


It is altogether possible that there will 
be some kind of peace gesture before 
the election or before the New Year. 
I see three possibilities, all of them 
equally dangerous: first of all, 
another reduction of the bombing by 
another Parallel: second, a reduction 
of the bombing coupled with an 
ultimatum to the other side to begin 
serious negotiations: or third, a trip 
on that big Aeroflot jet by Hubert 
or Lyndon over to Moscow to talk 
about this non-proliferation treaty 
which the Soviets and the Americans 
are entering into—coupled with an 
announcement about a new de-escala- 
tion on the way home. 

—New York Free Press 


Tom Hayden is a past President of 
SDS (Students for a Democratic 
Society) and one of the leading 
activists and thinkers on the New 
Left in America. He was one of the 
main organisers of the recent mass 
mobilisation in Chicago at the time of 
the Democratic Convention. 


HILDA BERNSTEIN'S PERSONAL COMMENT 
otudent protests in South Africa 


I wrote last month about South 
African students who had protested 
against State interference in 
university freedom—the case of Mr 
Arthur Mafeje, the lecturer who had 
his appointment to Cape Town 
university staff rescinded because he 
is an African. The story now con- 
tinues. 


The students went on to organise 
protests against the extensive State 
interference with their activities on 
this question. This was followed by 
further protests, this time against the 
police ejection of 200 African students 
from Fort Hare University College 
and the suspension of these 200 
students. 

Predictably, the police cracked down 
again on the demonstrators. Students 
at Witwatersrand University, 
parading with posters inside the 
university grounds, were particularly 
upset when police invaded the 
campus, seized their posters, and took 
their names and addresses. 


The next day the students were out 
on protest again, this time against the 
police intrusion into their campus, 
but with a new tactic. The posters 
they held were blank. Perhaps the 
police realised that to confiscate 
blank pieces of card would make 
them look even more foolish than 
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Peter Lumsden’s contemptuous 
attitude (Letters, September 13) to 
my appeal for “calm and dignified 
assertion of human dignity and 
rationality ” is, I believe, very fright- 
ening. He finds my “ politeness” 
“lifeless and plain wet”, and accord- 
ing to him we need to manifest 
“more vitality” than our “ oppo- 
nents” in the pursuit of peace. He 
ends his letter by hysterical refer- 
ences to nudity and “ balls”, and the 
effect of his letter is to seek to 
disintegrate a reasonable argument 
into something with the atmosphere 
of a lynching. 

What else does his “ vitality’ mean 
but “aggression”? What else does 
his kind of approach mean but “ All 
these fellows can ever understand is 
the business end of a gun”? I wonder 
what he thinks of Raymond O’Malley’s 
quiet and patient discussion of the 
nature of words, in another letter on 
the same page? For what O’Malley is 
saying is that if there is a difference 


between the words “Negro”, 
“black”, “nigger”, ‘“wog”, and 
“darkie” then there is a difference 
between the words “coition”, 


“sexual intercourse”, ‘‘fuck”, and 
“lay ’—-and the difference lies in the 
degree of hate in the aura of a word, 
and thus in the degree of anti-human 
attitudes revealed. 


Those people who scream obscenities 
at demonstrations or write them on 
walls are being provocative, and 
provocation destroys the possibility of 
talking things out. Talking things out 
is the only way of discovering that 


ARE YOUA STUDENT? 


DO YOU HAVE SOME TIME TO 
SPARE EACH WEEK? 


DO. YOU WANT TO HELP PEACE 
NEWS? 


If you can answer YES to all ‘these 
questions, please write to us and say 
you will’ sell) Peace News at your 
School, College or University this 
autumn. (50% discount on supplies 
sent Sale or Return to our student 
distributors.) 


usual. For once, they left the demon- 
strators alone. 


= 


While the Mafeje case received quite 
a lot of publicity here, the more 
successful and more important action 
of the students over the Fort Hare 
affair has been unreported. 


The Fort Hare students had protested 
at a refusal of the Rector to meet 
them after 17 of their number had 
arbitrarily been made responsible for 
a mass student boycott of a Govern- 
ment ceremony at Fort Hare. The 
students sat-in in front of the Rector’s 
office, waiting for him to speak to 
them or meet a delegation. 


Instead of the Rector, ten police vans 
arrived loaded with armed police with 
tear-gas bombs, masks, and police 
dogs. The police surrounded the 
students and 200 were escorted to 
their homes all over South Africa 
“under protective custody”. 


Then the students at the white 
universities went into action, and it 
was their protests that brought a 
concession from the authorities: it 
was announced that the 200  sus- 
pended students could apply for re- 
admission. 


First Mr Vorster called the students 
silly children, then he accused them 


essential humanity which unites 
men. It was fear of “talking things 
out” that led the Russians into their 
false solutions in Czechoslovakia, and 
it is this same fear which is driving 
America towards a “ldw and order ” 
society, by violence. 


We have now to choose between the 
human and the anti-human. And in 
this situation, the community of 
“ protest’ has moved towards a very 
dangerous position. Influenced by 
various extreme advocacies, from the 
Round House Dialecticians to militant 
Anarchists, Maoists, and others, it 
has begun to express an intolerance 
of ‘talking out” and a belief that it 
is necessary to show ‘“‘ more vitality ” 
-——that is, more violence and, as I 
would see it, more hate. 


I view this as a schizoid manifesta- 
tion itself, with the fundamental 
unconscious urge behind it to feel 
real by confrontation and alienation. 
It marks an agonised need to find 
“what it is to be human ’”—but 
falsely, by the inversions of hate, the 
substitution of hate for love, a distrust 
of human ambivalence and weakness, 
and the belief that a new strength 
can be found by casting off all the 
old values, human ties, methods of 
debate, democracy, and systems. 


The nearest thing in history to all 
this new manifestation of irrational 
intolerance and violence is Nazism. 
Compare these statements: ‘‘ A youth 
will grow up before which the world 
will shrink back ... a violently active 

. intrepid youth ... that is what 
Iam after... There must be no weak- 
ness or tenderness in it.” That was 
Rausching. ‘“‘ Wisdom is very danger- 
ous—it turns people into cowards: 
the more a man knows, the more ex- 
perienced he is—the more he is care- 
ful.” That was Dr Ley. “ Whenever 
some old simple dolt makes me 
despair ... it is enough for me to 
look at his son... . a new generation 
is growing up etc etc.” That was 
Adolf Hitler. 


Compare the emotional destructive- 
ness of Mr Lumsden’s attitudes—or 
those of many recent manifestations, 
such as the speeches of some Black 
Power leaders or the advertisements 
for the .“ Anti-University”’ with its 
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of being dangerous incendiaries bent 
on overthrowing the Government by 
force. The Rand Daily Mail found the 
intimidating and harassing  inter- 
ference of the partisan police alarm- 
ing, and the lifting of the suspensions 
some reward. 


The authorities, however, have placed 
conditions on the students that will 
make it impossible for some of them 
to return. Each one must travel to 
Fort Hare accompanied by a parent 
or guardian who will have to sign an 
undertaking (details of what this con- 
tains were not revealed, but presum- 
ably it will concern the student’s 
future behaviour). The distances in 
South Africa make train fares 
prohibitive, and will cost the 
students something like R10,000 
(just over £5,000). 


* * * 


Children suffering from severe 
physical and mental handicaps were 
the subject of the first part of 
Jonathan Stedall’s deeply satisfying 
TV documentary, In Need of Care. 
From a series of memorable episodes, 
I select these few: 


The withdrawn and utterly unre- 
sponsive face on an autistic child, 
lost in his own closed world of 
obsessional repetitive activity, sud- 


slogan of “ Madness”, and so forth. 
What is this but anti-intellectualism? 
And compare advertisements in 
papers such as Black Dwarf calling 
for “volunteers for demonstrations ” 
—never mind what for: let’s have 
Katangists who will support any 
demo, bringing along their marbles 
for police horses, and their desire to 
feel real by a punch-up at any price, 
with anyone. Everyone against 
“them ”—as if “they”  weren’t 
human, and wanting to survive too. 


Moral corruption 


No one who watched the rise of 
Hitler, or who has seen Bertold 
Brecht’s Arturo Ui, can have anything 
but a sense of horror at the growing 
corruptness of some areas of the Left 
and of “‘ protest ”. By corruption here 
I mean moral corruption—the willing- 
ness to deceive, to be cynically ex- 
pedient, to double-talk, and to pursue 
the disintegration of those modes of 
“talking out” on which alone the 
survival of man depends. Yet the 
atmosphere of protest is going so 
rotten that I am sure that to try to 
demonstrate to the individuals con- 
cerned that such tactics are degrading 
and anti-human, and_hair-raisingly 
fatal, would be almost impossible. If 
the CIA had organised the degrada- 
tion of the Left and “protest” in 
the last decade, it couldn’t have done 
better. 

Let me, as a too-polite, middle-aged, 
lifeless and plain wet radical, con- 
cerned to alter society towards a 
more human and creative community, 
and with an urgent desire for peace 
conceived on the battlefields of World 
War II, make a prophecy. This winter, 
beginning with the demonstration at 
the end of October, will see a shock- 
ing and bloodthirsty reaction, and.a 
horrifying tide of repression, beyond 
anything we have yet dreamed of. 
Goaded by the psychopathological 
activities of a few extremists, who 
need to. bring. violence on themselves 
because of their masochism, the 
authorities -will panic, and even 


normal discussion, ordinary meetings, 
and expressions of opinion will suffer. 
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denly alight with intelligent interest 
while watching a puppet show. 


The calm and firm intervention of 
a handicapped child forcing a men- 
tally retarded girl to release her 
frighteningly aggressive grip on her 
teacher’s hair. 
The beautiful and serious face of 
one of the house-father’s own 
normal children as she took the 
arm of a spastic child and helped 
him move to the words of an 
action-song. 
A handicapped child, said one of the 
staff. exhibits in an exaggerated form 
features that we all have in us, and 
often when we are discussing 
handicap in a child it seems as though 
we have been discussing ourselves. 
And at the end, the doctor com- 
mented: The maturing process 
largely comes about as the handi- 
capped child learns that he can ex- 
tend help to others. 


How strange that a film about 
handicapped children who super- 
ficially repel with their ugly and 
uncontrolled acts and _ gestures, 
should contain fundamental moral 
lessons for our own society and 
display them in such simple yet 
profound terms. Just for once one 
was reminded of how much real 
goodness there exists. 


SCIST WORLD 


Protest will lose its platform. We will 
move further towards fascism, or a 
new form of it. And a chief reason 
will be the attack on rationality such 
as is manifest in attitudes like 
those of Mr Lumsden, and of those 
who seek the glorious freedom of 
obscenity, and the “ vitality ” of hate. 
All the authorities will be doing is to 
confirm the unconscious needs of the 
extremists for a clash. 

This is not in any way to say that 
protest should not be strong. Of 
course there is good and courageous 
hate, like the hate of the Czechs. But 
the effective strength of protest, like 
theirs, is in calm and rational insis- 
tence of the human, and on human 
values. It is these that are threatened 
by the new vogue for abuse, 
“guerrilla tactics”, and violent 
‘ vitalists ’. If Hate News won’t do for 
the name of the paper, how about 
Towards a Fascist World? 


Special offer for new readers 


6 weeks 
Peace News 


post free trial 5s 
Students, 10 weeks for 5s. 


Air edition 8 weeks for 10s; US, 
6 weeks for 1 dollar. Send this 
coupon to Peace News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1 (Block letters, 
please.) 


Name 


Address 
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All seventeen who took part in last week's leaflet assault on the 


Warsaw Pact by War Resisters’ International were back in Western 
Europe this week, uncrossing fingers and comparing notes. We haven’t 
got a full story from the Sofia team of Italians yet. Here are reports 
from Moscow, Budapest and Warsaw. Bob Eaton’s and Ole Galster Bach’s 


stories are edited from WRI tapes. 


THANK YOU 


SO MUCH FOR 


a ae ERE! 


ALL YOU HAVE DONE’ 


An appeal from people who seem 
beyond one’s ability to help is a 
frightening thing. The telegram from 
the Czech Peace Committee addressed 
to the ‘‘ peace-workers ” of the world 
seemed particularly awesome. It 
Served as an important support to the 
decision of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national to organise a _ leafleting 
project in the capitals of the Warsaw 
Pact states 


The politicians will always produce 
arguments justifying aggression in 
terms of world peace. And the fact 
will always remain that armed aggres- 
sion is not just a threat to world 
peace, it is its very negation. The 
reliance upon militarism is a great 
threat to the survival of mankind. It 
is one of the key supports to anti- 
libertarian governments throughout 
the world. 


The invasion of Czechoslovakia, in 
this perspective. was similar to the 


American invasion of Vietnam. It is¢ 


those of us in the world who have 
most clearly opposed the American 
aggression in Vietnam and NATO 
who should oppose aggression by the 
Soviet Union and her allies. 


From the very inception of the 
project, the heavy thought on every- 
one’s minds was that our actions 
might be used by the hardliners 
within the invading countries as proof 
of Western involvement in “ counter- 
revolution in Czechoslovakia”. The 
project members were chosen from 
the peace movements of eight 
countries. Their individual records of 
militant opposition to NATO and the 
American war in Vietnam were un- 
impeachable. 


When the news of the project hit the 
morning papers in London on Septem- 
ber 25, the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national received a phone call from 
a highly placed Czechoslovak 
employee working in London. He gave 
his name, which J will withhold. His 
statement is the important thing: 
“Thank you so much for all you 
have done for Czechoslovakia ”. 
Bos EATON 


Czechoslovak 


telegram plea 


AT THIS DIFFICULT MOMENT 
WHERE PEACE IS _ BEING 
THREATENED WE APPEAL TO 
PEACEWORKERS THROUGH- 
OUT THE WORLD TO CALL 
FOR RESPECT OF OUR 
SOVEREIGNTY THE  WITH- 
DRAWAL OF ALL FOREIGN 
TROOPS FROM OUR COUNTRY 
AND NON-INTERFERENCE IN 
OUR INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
STOP THE TRAGIC INTERVEN- 
TION WHICH HAS OCCURED 
COULD HAVE SERIOUS CON- 
SEQUENCES AFFECTING THE 
HIGHEST PRINCIPLES OF 
MANKIND PEACEFUL CO- 
EXISTENCE AND WORLD 
PEACE STOP 

(As it no longer has any con- 
tacts with other countries, the 
Czechoslovak Peace Committee 
has asked us to convey this 
message to you. From the 
Rumanian Peace Committee.) 


EEE 


BUDAPEST: Students 


grab 


banner and take leaflets 


Bob Eaton, from the USA, captain of 
the second Quaker boat to North 
Vietnam: 


“Frank Feiner and Satish Kumar un- 
furled the banner, and began to tie it 

«up. For a minute people kept on walk- 
ing by, not really taking any notice. 
The exception was a young student 
who ran up and pinned on the banner 
some pink beads, a sort of good luck 
charm. 


“There was very great eagerness 
after the first few minutes about get- 
ting the leaflets. In fact, people took 
packets of leaflets from April Carter 
and were helping her distribute them 
because hands were reached up every 
place. By far the majority reaction 
was to take the leaflet and stand there 
reading it, looking at the sign. You 
could hear people in groups of two 
or three talking, and hear the word 
‘ Czechoslovakia! ’ 


“ After a few minutes some adult 
came along and snatched down the 
banner. He seemed quite exercised 
about the whole thing, and grabbed 
hold of April, and at that time a 
crowd gathered round her, particu- 
larly when she just sat down. 


“T was still looking on, with the 
camera, when I think the same 
student who put the beads on the 
banner spoke to me, and I offered 
him some leaflets. He said ‘ Impolitic’ 
—which was about the understate- 
ment of the year! 


“Right after that a smaller fellow 
came out of this large crowd ducked 
low down—and clutched in his hands, 
folded up like a football, was the 
banner—and him and the boy stand- 
ing next to me ran off down the 
street.” 

After watching the others being 
arrested Bob went off to telephone 
London; then he went back to Libera- 
tion Square. 


continued opposite 


Roolln 


And next year we shall present to the 

annual conference ANOTHER fresh 

major statement of gabble, gabble, 
gabble, quack, quack, quack. 


LOSCOW: Both went 


ahead on their own 


Kevin McGrath writes: It started 
when Andrew Papworth missed the 
plane. Vicki Rovere got her first hint 
that something had gone wrong 
when she couldn’t see him on board. 


“We were supposed to be travelling 
as if we didn’t know each other, 
though, and there was a separate com- 
partment on the plane, so I thought 
he’d probably be through there. But 
then he didn’t turn up to our 
rendezvous point at 7.30 and at 8.30, 
so I knew he must have missed the 
plane.” 


This meant—she assumed—that he 
couldn’t be in Moscow for another 24 
hours, when the time set for the 
action would have passed. So she 
went back to her hotel and set about 
making her banner out of a sheet 
brought specially from England, send- 
ing out 100 leaflets to universities, 
libraries and so on. 


Andrew had managed in fact to 
arrange a flight that same night, via 
Vienna, arriving soon before midnight 
in Moscow. 


When he phoned up England next 
day he was told that no telegram—a 
simple code had been arranged—had 
arrived from Vicki. “ I assumed some- 
thing must have happened and that I 
was on my own, so I set off for Push- 
kin Square and phoned Reuters on 
the way.” 


But as he was crossing the road in 
Pushkin Square he was hailed by a 
traffic policeman. ‘“‘ He climbed down 
off his box, left the traffic to manage 
on its own, and came after me. I 
thought for a second he’d been tipped 
off, then I realised I'd committed 
some sort of traffic offence. 


“He wouldn’t let me go, kept on tell- 
ing me off in Russian. I was quite 
convinced that this was going to be 
the end. I’d be arrested for crossing 
the road.” But instead the policeman 
imposed an on-the-spot fine of one 
rouble (about 10s). 


While Andrew was on one side of the 
Pushkin memorial, Vicki was on the 
other. ‘‘ People took leaflets to read. 
There was some hostility. One woman 
called me a ‘ provocateur ’.” (Unlike 
Andrew, Vicki speaks Russian.) 
“ After about five minutes someone 
tore down the poster. I’m sure that a 
lot of people did read the leaflets. 
But it may be the average Russian is 
as brainwashed as the average 
American.” 


By the time the police arrived, Vicki 
was sitting on the ground. ‘A young 
woman in a blue smock—I don’t know 
if it was some kind of uniform ”—had 
tried to lead her away, and she was 
busily debating the utility of sitting 
on the ground with a middle-aged 
woman. However, she walked with the 
police, round the statue, and for the 
first time saw Andrew in the middle 
of a large and growing crowd. 


“JT was handing them out for ten 
minutes,” he told me. “At first it was 


Andrew Papworth’s T-shirt banner, 
photographed in the Moscow hotel 
room where he prepared it. The 
slogans say “End NATO”, “ End the 
American War in Vietnam”, “ End 
the Occupation of Czechoslovakia ”. 


about as in London  really—some 
people accepting the leaflet, others 
not. Then people started arguing in 
Russian, and a crowd built up— 
probably 400 or 500 by the time the 
police came. 


“T was smiling away, trying to look 
friendly. When the police came they 
let me pick up my bag so I was able, 
even though one had a hand on my 
shoulder, to hurl a bundle of leaflets 
and biographical notes into the air. 
Then I sat down and they dragged me 
off. I was put in a moter-cycle side 
car, and Vicki in a van.” 


That wasn’t quite the end either, for 
they were questioned in a room on 
the ground floor of a nearby police 
station. The result was that passers- 
by had a fine view of Andrew’s T-shirt 
banner. 


“It was very relaxed,” said Vicki. 
“ At one point I said that in previous 
arrests things weren’t so friendly. The 
English-speaking policeman said that 
was because we _ hadn’t been 
‘arrested’. If we had, things would 
have been different.” 


By midnight, both had been sent back 
to their hotels, and’ next’ day were 
taken to the airport, shook hands 
with the guards, and were told to 
come back some time without the 
leaflets. 


But before then one of the police- 
men in the station had uttered the 
words that perhaps sum up the com- 
munication barrier best. “ Yes,” he 
said, “both our sides may say we 
want peace. But we mean it.” 


WARSAW: 1,000 anti-Pact leaflets 


Ole Galster Bach, chairman of Danish 
section of WRI, co-editor of Scandina- 
vian monthly PAX: 

“We started distributing leaflets by 
dropping them in post boxes, inside 
stores, in telephone boxes and toilets 
and so on. 


“Then we started the actual confron- 
tation at 4.30 pm (Warsaw time), and 
put up the banner. We tried to con- 
tact Reuters, but we had the wrong 
telephone number. 


“People came up to the banner and 
looked at it,, and tried to hold) it 
better to see what was written on it. 


They asked for leaflets and were very 
curious and interested at seeing what 
was going on. Of course, we could not 
say that this meant they necessarily 
agreed with us. 


“Tt was a good confrontation. We 
gave out close to 1,000 leaflets. Some 
people we gave 50 at a time. 


“After about ten minutes we took 
down our banner and just left. Then 
after three or four minutes Kent 
Mikkelsen was arrested, and then the 
rest of us as we were walking along 
the street We gave the last of the 
leaflets to the police and gave them 
the flowers as well.” 


ae er 


Anti-war Christians disrupt Milwaukee call-up 


20,000 drait records blaze 


Linda Akin reports from Wisconsin: 
A group of 14 war resisters, including 
five Roman Catholic priests, a 
Protestant minister, and a Christian 
Brother, on the afternoon of Septem- 
ber 24 seized and burned with home- 
made napalm the 1-A draft files of 
Milwaukee’s Selective Service Board. 
An estimated 20,000 vital draft 
Statistics were destroyed. The draft in 
Milwaukee has been halted for an 
Indefinite period by the action. 


Shortly after closing time, the 14 
obtained entrance by taking a key 
from Margaret Bowers, a 66-year-old 
cleaning woman. The men filled shop- 
Ping bags with the vital statistics and 
ran 50 yards to a small park dedi- 
cated to America’s war dead, where 
they conducted a religious service as 
ns draft records were consumed in 
ame. 


In a public statement the 14 declare: 
‘Service of life no longer leaves any 
option other than positive, concrete 
action against what can only be called 
the American way of death”. The 
American people are described as 
‘inheritors of a nation born in 
8enocide against the Indians and built 
In great measure upon the toil of 
Slaves. We destroy Selective Service 
files because men need to be re- 
minded that property is not sacred ”’. 
The draft is cited as the “ clearest 
example ... of America’s marriage to 
coercive political methods, within as 
without its borders ”. 


The action was seen as a point of 
continuity extending from two 
earlier actions in Maryland: last 
November the I-A files of Baltimore 
were stained with the blood from four 
protestors and in May a group of nine 
napalmed the 600 1-A files of a Balti- 
more suburb, Cantonville. (Sentences 
of six years were handed out to those 


taking part in the first action, some 
of whom, while awaiting sentence, 
took part in the second—see Peace 
News, June 28.) 


The 14 are as follows: Don Cotton, 
24, co-chairman of Students for a 
Democratic Society at St Louis 
University; Michael Cullen, 26, who 
came to the US from Ireland in 1961, 
the founder of Milwaukee’s Casa 
Maria house, a Catholic Worker com- 
munity, and editor of The Catholic 
Radical; and Father Robert Cunnane, 
36, active in the peace movement for 
four years, who collected draft cards 
in a turn-in in Boston’s Arlington 
Street Church last October and who 
testified at the Spock trial. 


James H. Forrest, 26, co-founder of 
the Catholic Peace Fellowship, who 
after two years active duty in the 
Navy, in 1961 was discharged as a 


conscientious objector; Jerry Gardner, 
24, local peace activist, teaches at a 
local high school; Bob Graf, 25, editor 
of The Catholic Radical; Father James 
Harney, 28, curate of St Jerome 
Church, North Weymouth, Massachu- 
setts, testified on behalf of Michael 
Ferber at the Spock trial; Rev Jon 
Higginbotham, 27, a minister and 
draft counsellor in St Cloud, 
Minnesota; Father Alfred Lawrence 
Janike, 33, of the Archdiocese of St 
Paul-Minneapolis, Minnesota; and 
Doug Marby, 27, a Navy veteran now 
working full-time to form com- 
munities of action and resistance. 


Father Anthony Mullaney, 39, a 
Benedictine monk; Fred J. Ojile, 23, 
a draft counsellor and church pro- 
gramme organiser for the Twin Cities 
Draft Information Centre, teaches 
courses on non-violent action at the 
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Free University of Minneapolis and 
the University of Minnesota; Brother 
K. Basil O’Leary, FSC, 48, chairman 
of the Economics Department and 
Associate Professor of Theology at 
St Mary’s College, Winona, Minnesota; 
and Father Larry Rosebaugh, 33, 
member of the religious Community 
of Oblates of Mary Immaculate, now 
on the staff of Casa Maria in 
Milwaukee. 


Bail has not as yet been set but it is 
anticipated that it will be high, par- 
ticularly for those who recently were 
arrested for another action when they 
took over the pulpit of a Catholic 
Church to make a statement about 
the war in Vietnam. Contributions 
for the bail and defence c/o Casa 
Maria Community House, 1131 North 
21st Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
53233.—LNS 


GYPSIES APPEAL FOR SCHOOL 


Over 90% of Gypsy children are grow- 
ing up illiterate. The Plowden Report 
called them the most severely de- 
prived in Britain. The abilities of 
those few able to attend school are 
stunted. Unless something is done 
these children will suffer increasing 
deprivations. Throughout the country 
neglect and harassment of Gypsy 
families persist. 


An opportunity for constructive 
action exists. About 20 of some 200 
caravan sites needed have been 
created by local authorities. When 
Part II of the Caravan Sites Act is 
brought into operation, many others 
will be obliged to follow suit. With 
provision of sites gathering momen- 
tum, realistic planning for the 

[oD ease Safa aes Pawel) 


BUDAPEST: Three days’ jail 


continued from page 4 


“The boy I'd spoken to earlier was 
there with some friends. I handed 
him a packet of leaflets. Then they 
made themselves scarce and I got 
grabbed by a middle-aged couple. I 
did as April had, and tossed my 
leaflets in the air. 


“Then an elderly man came up, 
flipped back his coat-lapel, and there 
was some kind of red star badge— 
everybody got rather quiet. As they 
were walking me over to a soldier 
who was waiting for a bus, this 
middle-aged woman said ‘ Fascist’, so 


“ Support Czechoslovakia,” 
Action 


End NATO 


End US War 
in Vietnam 


End the occupation 
of Czechoslovakia 


Slogans displayed_ simul- 
taneously in Moscow, Warsaw, 
Budapest and Sofia on Tuesday, 
September 24, 1968, while leaf- 
lets were distributed in inter- 
national teams. 


Help urgently needed to pay for 
this project. 


WAR, RESISTERS’ 
INTERNATIONAL 
3 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


I began explaining in French, point- 
ing out I wasn’t a fascist, and then I 
handed out copies of the short 
biographical notes we had with us.” 


After being questioned by the police, 
the team were taken on to the Secret 
Police HQ, and then to the prison 
across the Buda river. For the next 
three days they were kept in cells 
and saw nothing of each other—or of 
anyone else except for guards and 
secret police. 


“Every time you were being taken 
up for questioning they had some 
kind of buzzer arrangement. You’d 
hear doors slam, but the corridors 
were always deserted when they took 
you through them. 


15 or so people. I 
assumed they’d been secret police 
who were killed at the time of the 
revolt—so this fear of our stirring up 
a counter-revolution was a very per- 
sonal threat. But I’d say the treat- 
ment by the guards was undoubtedly 
the best I’ve had in any prison situa- 
tion.” 

After three days of interrogation and 
boredom—in the course of which 
Bob got into communication with an 
unknown prisoner in another cell, 
which consisted of their tapping out 
the rhythm of a song to each other 
on the cell wall twice a day—the 
authorities had evidently decided not 
to press charges. The team members 
were instead unceremoniously taken 
to the Austrian frontier separately, in 
he middle' of! the night, and left 
there. 


education of children is 


possible. 


The London Borough of Redbridge is 
among local councils giving a lead. In 
a record time of four months, the 
Borough has opened a well-serviced 
site for 16 caravans. The community 
comprises a group of related families 
with their own site caretaker, Mr 
John Brazil, a member of the Gypsy 
Council. 


Gypsy 


Here on this site, with the approval 
and support of Redbridge Council, it 
is proposed to establish a head-start 
scheme for the children. There will 
be a nursery for those of pre-school 
age and facilities for older children 
and adults to receive instruction. 


The value and importance of the 
years two to five is now widely recog- 
nised and the need for pre-school 
education accepted. A special need 
exists in the case of Gypsy children. 
They cannot easily fit into an educa- 
tional system designed for settled 
folk. Experience gained while running 
a similar project in Ireland, and from 
a study made in other parts of 
Kurope, has shown us that the child- 
ren’s first steps must be taken in 
their own environment within the 
Gypsy way of life. 


The scheme will be a pilot project 
designed to focus attention on the 
difficulties faced by some 10,000 
Gypsy children in Britain. It is hoped 
to stimulate moves by the Ministry of 
Education to meet their needs. Pro- 
vision of 10 mobile classrooms for 
use as reception classes on newly 
established caravan sites, for ex- 
ample, would go a long way in this 
direction. 


To set up the school and run it for 
the first year will cost £10,000, in- 
cluding materials, furnishing, and 
teacher’s salary. Assistance has 
already been pledged by film actor 
Yul Brynner, who is part-Romany and 
a supporter of the Gypsy movement, 
by numerous other friends of the 
Gypsy Council, and by the Montessori 
movement. A structure for the school 
—in the form of a disused prefab 
building—and a grant have both been 
requested from Redbridge Council. 


If you would like to subscribe to this 
scheme please send your donation, 
marked Head-Start Project, to the 
Gypsy Council, Midland Bank, Bed- 
ford Row, London WC1. For further 
details, and an itemised schedule of 
requirements, write to: Mrs Venice 
Puxon, Directress, 14 Princes Avenue, 
London N3 (01-349 9427). 


STOPP’s uncertain start 


John Pilgrim reports: About 150 
people crowded into the Kent. Room 
of Caxton Hall on Sept 19 for the 
inaugural meeting of the Society of 
Teachers Opposed. to Physical, Punish- 
ment (STOPP). The three platform 
speakers were Simon Rodway, of the 
Honorary Association of Workers for 
Maladjusted Children, Robert Ollen- 
dorf, GP and Professor of Psychiatry 
at Florida University, and Michael 
Duane. 


Simon Rodway argued that corporal 
punishment was pointless for most 
children, but damaging for the mal- 
adjusted who have already linked 
authority and cruelty; Dr Ollendorf 
cited.a case from his book The Juven- 
ile Homosexual Experience in which 
a teacher, who had persuaded boys to 
beat him, had been dismissed on 
grounds of ‘“‘gross sexual perversion”; 
while Michael Duane brilliantly sum- 
marised the present state of learning 
theory and demonstrated how inimical 
is the learning process to ideas of 
punishment derived from the public 
schools. 


When, the meeting was-opened to dis- 


cussion it became apparent that many 
of those attending wanted to use 
STOPP for the exercise of their own 
pet theories on democratic and/or 
anarchist forms of organisation; and 
the problem of how STOPP might 
best achieve its objectives tended to 
be smothered periodically by clamour 
for solidarity with the working class, 
the people of Vietnam, Biafra, Czecho- 
slovakia and so on. 


It was unfortunate that none of the 
platform speakers publicly stated 
what one of them said in private 
later: “If STOPP is to be effective it 
must model itself on the campaign to 
abolish capital punishment. It is not 
the place for a laboratory experiment 
in social revolution although its suc- 
cess might well initiate one.” 


SECOND HAYES HUNTER PHILCOX 

LECTURE 

3.30 Sunday, October 13 

Essex Church Hall, Palace Grdns 
Terrace, Notting Hill Gate 

Rev Tony Cross, “ Looking at Leach ”. 

Chairman L. A. Pavitt MP. 
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A. Ben-Horin 


Israel exploits her 
captive labour force 


One of the most disturbing aspects of 
Israel’s post-June 1967 ‘ economic 
miracle” is the emergence of South 
African patterns. The Israelis are 
slowly turning into an herrenvolk— 
like their South African counterparts. 
If the present trend continues, all 
hard and badly paid jobs in Israel 
will soon be done by Palestinians. 


This process actually began before the 
Six Day War, when Israel had a 10% 
Arab minority, but it became more 
marked after the War. So far it is not 
yet a general economic phenomenon 
——just a trend, a writing on the wall. 


Israel’s leading daily, Ha’aretz, re- 
ported on July 24, 1968 that 


Mahmood Darweesh 


INVESTIGATION 


Write down, 

I am an Arab, 

My card number is 50,000 

I have eight children 

The ninth will come next summer. 
Are you Angry? 


Write down, 

T am an Arab, 

J cut stone with comrade labourers, 
I squeeze the rock 

To get a loaf, 

To get a book 

For my eight children. 
But I do not plead charity 
And I do not cringe 
Under your sway. 

Are you angry? 


Write down, 

I am an Arab, 

Iam a name without a title, 
Steadfast in a frenzied world. 


My roots sink deep 
Beyond the ages, 
Beyond time. 


I am the son of the plough, 

Of humble peasant stock. 

I live in a hut 

From reed and stalk. 

The hair: Jet black. 

The eyes: Brown. 

My Arab head-dress 

Scratches intruding hands 

And I prefer a dip of oil and thyme. 


And please write down 

On top of all, 

I hate nobody, 

I rob nobody, 

But when I starve 

T eat the flesh of my marauders. 
Beware, 

Beware my hunger, 

Beware my wrath. 


“ thousands of Arabs from Judea and 
Samaria [these are the names by 
which Israel now refers to the 
southern and northern parts of the 
occupied West Bank: the northern 
part is sometimes also called 
“ Ephraim ”] are already working in 
various industries in Israel, and their 
number is growing.” 
Haaretz goes on to say that the 
Palestinian workers “ are collected by 
lorries each morning, mainly in the 
Kilkiliya and Tul-Karm areas, and 
most of them are absorbed in the 
Sharon district as 
labourers by the 
(“ Rais” is the Arabic for ‘ 
or simply ‘“foreman’”.) Journalist 
Yigal Laviv explains (Ha’areiz, July 
26, 1968) how the “rais system” 
works: 
“The Rais gets 15 IL [one IL is 
about $0.29 or 2s 4d] per day for 
each worker he supplies, and he 
deducts for himself four IL as 
travelling expenses. There are no 
social benefits.” 
From reports in Ha’aretz it is evident 
that these wages are much lower than 
those paid to Israeli labourers—but 
higher than the wages paid by the 
Miltary Government to thousands of 
Arabs employed in public works in 
the West Bank itself. They only get 
4.80 IL per day. However, even these 
wages are not as low as those of 
unskilled workers in the Gaza Strip. 


A hint of the Military Government’s 
intention to facilitate the employment 
in Israel of more West Bank workers 
is the decision taken on July 21 by 
the Committee of Directors General— 
a committee consisting of the General 
Directors of all Government Min- 
istries, whose function is to co- 
ordinate and work out consistent 
policy for the occupied territories— 
to establish six labour exchanges in 
the West Bank’s main towns. 


These labour exchanges are officially 
called ‘‘ offices for the channeling of 
workers in the Judea and Ephraim 
region’. Their function is to regulate 
the flow of cheap labour 
Israel. Ha’aretz noted with satisfac- 
tion that this was “ an additional stage 
in the integration of Judea, Samaria, 
and Israel ”. 


The economic section of Ha’aretz of 
July 10 carried an editorial called 
“Brotherhood Between Peoples” 
which said: 


“The integration of the two parts 
of Eretz Israel [the land of Israel, 
i.e. Palestine] east and west of the 
Green Line [1949 Armistice Line— 
Israel’s border till June 5, 1967] 
is proceeding faster than could 
have been guessed. Arab agricul- 
ture produces latent unemployment 
which can only be solved by the 
migration of workers from it into 
the towns, where they can find 
employment in industry and con- 
struction. 


‘Fortunately, such migration can 
be of help not only to the Arabs 


A. Ben-Horin’s article is reprinted 
from the August issue of Matzpen, the 
monthly journal of the Israeli 
Socialist Organisation. It was trans- 
lated for us by Dr Moshik Machover. 
Mahmood Darweesh’s poem is from 
Free Palestine, a monthly paper 
available from Housmans. 
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but also to the Israeli economy. 


Israel’s economy is showing signs 
of a labour shortage. It is hard to 
tell whether this will develop into 
a general phenomenon or remain 
restricted to some industries. In 
any case, the potential supply will 
cool off the labour market and 
help prevent wage inflation ”’. 


Or, in more prosaic language, employ- 
ment of cheap Palestinian labourers 
can prevent rises in the wages of 
Israeli workers. The article on 
“ brotherhood between peoples ” goes 
on to say that “the worried 
functionaries of the Histadrut fa 
unique Israeli institution which owns 
a major part of the economy but at 
the same time also controls all the 
trade unions] should be told that the 
alternative to employing workers 
from the held territories in produc- 
tive jobs is employing them in jobs 
created specifically for that purpose 
[public works]. Such jobs cost money, 
and that money comes from the 
Israeli taxpayer. 


“The question is, what is better: that 
Arab workers scrape roads or plant 
forests for some Arab National Fund 
with money paid by the members 
of the Histadrut [ie. practically all 
Israeli workers]—or that they pro- 
duce something useful, useful also to 
Jews. The answer, it would seem, is 
obvious: and Mr Dayan will do well 
to help the West Bank’s Arabs inte- 
grate to the required extent into 
Israel’s economy, which may need 
their labour.” 


Ha'aretz may, I think, stop worrying. 
For now the Central Committee of 
the Histadrut has met and discussed 
the problem, and following the dis- 
cussion a committee of five was set 
up. This committee is to ‘“‘ discuss with 
the Ministers and General Directors 
of Government Ministries the issue 


So the thousands of Palestinians from 
the occupied territories are doing 
Israel’s menial work for starvation 
wages and no social benefits. This is 
part of Israel’s new post-June 1967 
landscape. Again, Ha’aretz of July 24: 


“Workers from Judea and 
Samaria are penetrating not only 
into [Israeli] agriculture. In 
Jerusalem nearly all unskilled jobs 
of the construction industry are 
manned by Arabs who come not 
only from East Jerusalem but also 
from Bethlehem and its neighbour- 
hood. In West Jerusalem one 
notices the penetration of Arab 
workers not only into building but 
also into other services. 


“For example, Arabs are absorbed 
in gardening jobs instead of the 
gardeners. of Hammeshaken [an 
Israeli organisation supplying easy 
work to old and disabled people]. 
It is also known that there are 
families who take Arab charwomen 
to do cleaning jobs for 1 IL [2s 4d] 
an hour. A Jewish charwoman gets 
about three times as much.” 


A similar process existed even before 
the last war. In the Haifa region, for 
example, thousands of Israeli Arab 
workers from villages in Galilee and 
the neighbourhood of Nazareth were, 
and still are, employed in unskilled 
jobs, in conditions which are very 
much inferior to those which apply 
to their Jewish mates. 


The question is whether the continua- 
tion of occupation and of the 
oppression of the Palestinian popula- 
tion might not bring about the 
creation of brutal Apartheid in 
Israel itself. The facts I have quoted 
from the economic sphere may sug- 
gest a very disquieting answer to this 
question. 


THE BRITISH WAY OF MUSICAL 


Gelded Aristophanes 


British musicals for years have been 
pastiche. It seems impossible for their 
authors not to remember other things. 
Peter Myers and Ronald Cass, the 
authors of Liz—recently in Oxford 
and now on its way to London—have 
desperately taken the characters and 
the plot from _ Aristophanes’ 
Lysistrata, the up-dating jokes from 
Orpheus in the Underworld et al, the 
link man and his patter from music 
hall, and the tone from post-war 
revue. The music, except for the 
pastiche Bernstein numbers, has been 
doing duty in British musicals for as 
long as I can remember. 

A pleasant, thin, anonymous youth, 
who combines all the sexy go of Brian 
Reece with the acting talent of Simon 
Dee, is juvenile lead: he sings wan 
little songs in a slightly American 
voice with Sally Smith, who plays 
Lysistrata in a Victorian way. Ron 
Moody has a part as Arthur Askey. 
You will get an idea of the calibre of 
the show when I tell you that a girl 
walks on, says she is “Sophia”, and 
Ron Moody. says “Sophia so good”: 
And then she goes off. 

You may ask, How is it possible to 
write a show round the idea of people 
forcing peace on their rulers and yet 
not include a single controversial 
sentence? How is it possible to write 


a show about women witholding sex 
from men and driving them up the 
wall thereby, without a _ single 
lascivious gesture, a single tantalising 
moment? 

This is the genius of the English 
tradition. The show manages to be 
continually suggestive and entirely 
pure. Lines from sixth-form revue 
appear, naughty but nice: “ Hector is 
tossing his caber”. The girls are 
semi-undressed (‘“ Greek” costume) 
and yet surrounded by a mysterious 
aura that kills lust stone dead. 
Similarly, Lysistrata’s uncle, ‘an 
arms-manufacturer”’, is greedy and 
unscrupulous and yet entirely harm- 
less. 

As a vision of life, the English style 
has an innocence which no other 
nation in the world could offer, or 
could understand if presented with. 
So—with the ugly “dame” (who is a 
man) limping about the stage to get 
a laugh, the insipid hero and heroine 
stood holding hands (only), and the 
chorus doing a tap-dance routine not 
quite together—marvel at it. 

Not only is this pure entertainment 
without content—the advertisement 
with no commercial intention—it is 
also a timely reminder of the long 
tradition of the empty Politics of 
Happiness. JONN ROE 


Letters 


War Resisters and 

World Peace Council 

Your story on the War Resisters’ 
International ‘Support Czechoslo- 
vakia” action (September 27) con- 
cludes with a report of what was 
intended as a private conversation 
and contains some _ unfortunate 
inaccuracies. 


Romesh Chandra of the World Peace 
Council did not approach the WRI 
with a proposal for any kind of joint 
conference or meeting between us 
and the Peace Committees of the 
Warsaw Pact. The proposal for such 
a meeting came from us and not 
from Romesh Chandra in the course 
of one of the informal discussions we 
regularly have between him and some 
members of WRI and ICDP. 


The proposals were extremely tenta- 
tive; they have not been discussed by 
the Executives of any of the organisa- 
tions concerned and the invitations to 
the Peace Committees have not even 
been sent. WRI is not “ waiting with 
interest to see whether the invitation 
will be extended again ”; we received 
no invitation in the first instance; it is 
we who have been taking the 
initiative to arrange such a_ meeting. 
We are sorry that Romesh Chandra’s 
name was mentioned and we hope it 
will not cause any misunderstanding 
between us. 


The remark you quote from Devi 
Prasad was taken out of context and 
gives a totally misleading impression. 
The “ Support Czechoslovakia ” action 
may affect our relations with the 
Peace Committees in the Warsaw Pact 
countries and could create certain 
difficulties in the short run. But our 
hope is that on balance it will have 
a beneficial effect because it has 
helped to clarify our position and has 
shown that we are prepared to take 
direct action whenever and wherever 
it seems necessary. We want to main- 
tain contacts with the Peace Com- 
mittees of the Warsaw Pact countries 
and hope that this wish will be 
reciprocated. 


Michael Randle, Chairman, 
Devi Prasad, General Secretary, 
War Resisters’ International, 

3 Caledonian Rd, London N1. 


We apologise for any damage or 
embarrassment we may have caused 
to Mr Chandra, Michael Randle or 
Devi Prasad and to relations between 
the WRI and WCP at this obviously 
delicate moment for both organisa- 
pts: That was not our intention. 
—Eds. 


Amenity battles 


I was pleased to see that Peace News 
is at last taking an interest in the 
amenity movement (John Ball, 
September 13). It has always puzzled 
me that the activities of the very 
active civic and local societies are so 
rarely reported in Peace News as it 
seems to me that they would meet 
with the approval of many readers. 


Numerous societies up and down the 
country fight long, hard and largely 
unpraised battles against bad plan- 
ning, despoliation of the countryside 
and coast, merciless schemes to 
ensure the triumph of the motor car 
against all other considerations, and 
the slow deterioration of our 
environment beneath the prolifera- 
tion of urban ugliness. 


Most of the battles they win go 
unnoticed in the press because they 
are not achieved by _ sensational 
activities, although these are some- 
times resorted to if all else fails. The 
people in the forefront of these 
groups use instead all the wits, 


energy and legal rights at their com- 
mand to be one jump ahead of the 
ill-informed town council or the ruth- 
less developer. 


Unlike the “peace” movement, in 
which it is very easy to feel over- 
whelmed by the difficulty of achieving 
anything positive in proportion to 
one’s efforts, go-ahead amenity 
societies and the like offer ordinary 
people an opportunity to do battle 
with authority when they feel it to be 
wrong, and a reasonable chance of 
actually winning. It is a field of 
activity in which one can actually 
achieve something tangible and 
visible; a way out of the crippling 
feeling of frustration and impotence 
that grips us normally when we 
oppose authoritarianism and profiteer- 
ing. 

With hard work and determination 
we can get town planning on a human 
scale, stop that unsightly develop- 
ment, keep the footpaths open, stop 
the heavy lorries being routed down 
residential roads, or get that 
pedestrian crossing before a child is 
killed. What is more, ordinary people 
can do it themselves and feel that 
they have some power to shape their 
own surroundings, at least in their 
own towns and villages. Once the 
idea of involvement is seen to work 
at any level, who can say where it 
might lead? 

Let’s hear more about these “ ginger 
groups” in the only paper that one 
would expect to be sympathetically 
interested. 

Dorothy Percival, 

42 Newsham Road, Faversham, Kent. 


Air-raids on Biafra 


I have just received a letter from an 
Anglican missionary who returned 
last week from Biafra where she has 
been throughout the war in the 
Onitsha area. 
She writes: ‘Recent air-raids and 
attacks on hospitals and markets have 
been shocking. Adazi was strafed at 
tree-top level, and they must have 
seen that there were children running 
about (it’s a children’s hospital now). 
Thiala had a ghastly experience two 
weeks ago, again strafing planes 
coming right down to tree-top level, 
deliberately circling the convent and 
firing into it three times, swooping 
three or four times over the market 
: . 90 killed outright and many 
deaths later.” 
It is attacks like this that confirm 
in the mind of every Biafran the 
belief that the enemy are set on 
extermination. The Federal 
authorities declared a few months ago 
that orders had been given to stop 
such attacks, but from the above and 
other evidence it is clear that they are 
continuing. 
If the British Government has any 
influence at Lagos, is not this an area 
in which it could be exercised? And 
if its influence is insufficient for this, 
can the Government possibly con- 
tinue to commit this country to supply 
arms to Nigeria? 
D. F. C. Hawkins, 
(Canon i/e All Saints’ Cathedral, 
Onitsha), 
3 Bournside Rd, Cheltenham, Glos. 


Openness and sobriety 


It’s very difficult, . and perhaps 
impossible, to produce a paper that 
will satisfy both sober modern 
Quakers and the spiritual descendants 
of those 17th-century Quakers who 
went naked through the town de- 
claring the Truth—and were much 
beaten for their pains. No doubt you 
are right to invite us to be open to 
the leadings of the Spirit in what- 
ever form they come. 


All the same, your sober readers 
surely have some reason to question 
the spirit of Stuart Mitchel’s article 
on foul language. Edward Sutcliffe 
and Raymond O’Malley have already 
made good points which your defence 
of Mitchel doesn’t attempt to meet. 
The thing that mainly disturbed me 
in the original article was Mitchel’s 
assertion that field-marshals and their 
like are not human beings, but only 
an institution, an office. To say this 
is to surrender to one of the most 


fundamental assumptions of the war- 
making society—that it is not possible 
to break through the bureaucratic 
sheli of the Nazi official and the 
Soviet commissar, and that they can 
therefore only be overcome by 
annihilating them. 


Once concede this, and the machinery 
of war makes good sense. Disprove 
this, and you help to wean people 
from the idea that war is a distressing 
necessity. 

Geoffrey Carnall, 

21 Hartington Place, Edinburgh 10. 


Universal postman 


Every week, if not every day, I am 
in touch by post with people on both 
sides of the “Iron Curtain” and 
indeed in all five continents. 

Scarcely a day goes by without my 
receiving at least one plea for a big 
mail of world-wide circulars, etc, to 
help the applicant feel some sort of 
unity of hope and good sense with 
others. 


It occurs to me that, especially at this 
time, you may have readers who 
would like leaflets, cuttings from 
Peace News and so on, posted on by 
me to other friendly people—for 
instance, in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Germany. 

If so, a 40z package can circulate in 
England for only 4d postage now. So 
please do not throw any worthwhile 
pamphlets, ete, in the wastepaper 
basket. Send them to me and they will 
go out with other mail to perhaps 
Nigeria, USA, Vietnam, or wherever 
my next plea for mail comes from. 
J. Peter Grant, 

Burley, Ringwood, Hants. 


Atoms for peace? 


What is Kevin McGrath saying? (‘It’s 
All Right, Ma”, September 6.) Is he 
crusading against nuclear power for 
peaceful purposes? 

If so, he should get his facts right 
[oss i ate 
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DAVINGS SHARES 


(Income tax paid by the Society ) 
PURCHASING A HOME ? 
SEEKING A SOUND INVESTMENT ? 
Commence saving now and 
build up a deposit.4%4% 
interest on Investment 
Shares. Personal service is 
our guiding principle. 
Easy withdrawals. . 


Peace News 4 October 1968 7 


before dropping innuendos. The 
differences between the closed-down 
Windscale reactors, built for the pro- 
duction of military plutonium, and 
civil reactors are very considerable. 


In the Windscale reactors, atmos- 
pheric air was used to coo] the reactor 
eore, As the desired end of the 
process was military plutonium, the 
nuclear heat was allowed out with 
the air into the atmosphere through 
high chimneys. This had the disad- 
vantage that it readily supported 
combustion (which, as Kevin points 
out, it did in October, 1957). 

In a British civil power station, the 
coolant gas is carbon dioxide. This is 
not so cheap, plentiful or freely avail- 
able as air, but neither does it readily 
support combustion. As ihe nuclear 
heat is required to raise steam which 
drives the turbo-generators, the 
coolant gas is not vented into the 
atmosphere but is recirculated within 
a closed, pressure-tight vessel. 


These differences are so fundamental 
that the Central Electricity Gen- 
erating Board’s spokesman, whom 
Kevin quoted, was very far from 
“actually lying ” when he referred to 
the past record and likely future of 
civil power reactors in this country. 
Tom Dowell, 

3 Stanley Ave, Ardrossan, Ayrshire. 


Kevin McGrath writes: Agreed; there 
are important differences between 
modern civil power reactors and the 
Windscale type of installation. What 
they have in common is that the ex- 
perts responsible at Windscale were 
confident there would be no accident, 
aS are the experts responsible for 
power reactors today. In a session 
dealing with the possibility of a 
nuclear accident in Britain, the 
Windscale disaster woud seem rele- 
vent enough. 


As for nuclear power stations in 
general, I remain far from convinced 
about the advisability or necessity of 
such a programme at this stage. 
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CLASSIFIED 


Terms: 6d per word, min 4s. Discounts for 
series. Box no ls extra. Cash with order (not 
stamps please). Adverts to reach 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1 by first post Monday. Box 
no replies to same address. Displayed advertise- 
ment rates on application. 


Coming events 

AMERICAN RADICALS. ‘‘ The British Scene, 
where it's at."’ The Stop-it Committee, 7.30 pm, 
Monday, October 7. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square, WC1. 


SUNDAY, October 6, 7.30 pm at the Bird in 
Hand, Hampstead (near underground). Cedric 
Thornberry will talk about the results of the 
Greek referendum. Organised by the London 
group, League for Democracy in Greece, 


FILM VIEWING SESSION. Thursday, October 17, 
7 pm at Friends Meeting House, 52 St Martins 
Lane, WC2 Extrancts ete from 14 new Concord 
Films covering Vietnam, Czecnoslovakia, Family 
Planning, Prison Reform, War Toys, Dr Spock 
on colour prejudice etc. Admission free. 
Collection. Details from Rex Phillips, 32 Elm 
Grove, Orpington. SoF. 


VIETNAM TEACH-IN, Mitcham Town Hall, 
October 12, 2.30/8.30. Speakers include Hetty 
Vorhaus, Peggy Crane, George Kiloh, Joan 
McMichael, Vietnam Embassy, Transport House, 
an American resident, Quakers. Admission free. 
Literature. 


Personal 

DUREX Gossamer 8s 6d dozen. Durex Fetherlite 
14s 6d dozen. Durex Gold Pack 12s dozen. Real 
Skins three for 153 6d. Dept PN, Personal 
Service, 626 Leeds Road, Dewsbury. 


FREE SPECIMEN COPY of Peace News to any 
frend of yours who might be a potential 
reader. Send names and addresses to Circula- 
tion. 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


MAN. Forties. Would like meet man friend, 
similar age. Pen letters exchanged. London 
area. Box no 873. 


PARAMARTHA COMMUNITY. Peaceful positive 
projects planned. Education for Vegetarianism, 
Veganism, Internationalism Bookshop. Details 
c/o The Grange, Broadway West, Gosforth, 
Newcastle NE3 2NJ. 


PARTNER required. Parity. Northern dispensing 
general medical practice. Box no 870. 


theses, etc. Sue Pottle, 


TYPING, manuscripts, 
Willow Road, NW3. 


4c Willow Buildings, 
SWI 4192. 


UPTIGHT WITH THE DRAFT? Cail Support: 
278 4994. Mon/Fri, 6.30 to 10.30 pm. 5 Cale- 
donian Road, Nl. 


WHEN IN A CO-OP SHOP, quote London Co-op 
number 336943, or send us the dividend cheque. 
The resulting dividend will be paid into the 
Peace News Fund. Try learning the number. 


Publications 

FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy, monthly 2s, 
Freedom, weekly 6d. Trial subscription to both 
for two months: 8s post free, 84b Whitechapel 
High Street (Angel Alley), London E1. 


SOCIALIST LEADER for outspoken views and 
comment; for peace and freedom. 6d weekly 
from: 197 Kings Cross Road, London WC1. 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW, weekly rallwaymen’s 
paper. Essential reading for those who want 
the authentic voice of railway workers. Obtain- 
able 9s a quarter post free from 105 Euston 
Road, NW1 


““UN-COMMON SENSE” contains important 
statements on Housing, Health, Industry, War 
Crimes. Book and Film reviews, etc. 1s 3d post 
free: 141 Woolacombe Road, Blackheath, SE3. 


Situations vacant 

HOUSMANS are looking for someone young, 
efficient and enthusiastic to help with literature 
and (seasonally) Christmas card mail orders, 
assist in the shop. A lot of work but a worth- 
while job, basic £8 at 17, £11 at 21. Please 
write with details: General Manager, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London N1. 


For sale 


SELLOTAPE DISPENSERS and envelopes of 
many sizes and all kinds of stationery for 
personal, group or office use. Get all your 
supplies from Housmans (the Peace News book- 
pollerse 5 Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, Lon- 
on 


Theatre 


UNITY THEATRE is closed for repairs and 
renovations. Watch this space for details of 
re-opening date. 


ARY 


4 October, Friday 


BRISTOL. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Clifton. Meeting with Satish Kumar. 


5 October, Saturday 


LONDON Ell. 11 am to 6 pm (official opening 
3 pm). Friends Meeting House, Bush Road, 
Green Man, Leytonstone. Art exhibition and 
sale, Medical Aid for Vietnam, Waltham Forest. 


LONDON NI. 2 pm. St Silas Hall, Penton Street. 
London CND massive Jumble Sale, bargains 
galore. Helpers and buyers welcome. 


LONDON SE19. 10.30 am. 15 Camden Hill Road, 
Gipsy Hill. Libertarian Teachers Association 
Day Conference, ‘‘ Alternatives to Punish- 
ment ’’. Adm 5s includes food. 


MANCHESTER. 2 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Mount Street (off Albert Square). Open meeting 
on Czechoslovakia and Europe. Also session on 


Registered at the GPO as a newspaper, Pub- 
lished by Peace News Ltd, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London Ni, and printed in Great Britain by 
Goodwin Press Ltd, 135 Fonthill Road, 
London N4. 


“* Kenya’s Parliament will have to halt 
all business for a week while a girl 
from its small, overworked team of 
Hansard reporters is on honeymoon ” 
(Observer, September 29). 


Which is a much better excuse for a 
holiday than the Westminster Parlia- 
ment has ever dreamed up. 


4 # * 


Next time you’re in court (assuming 
you’re among the 65% of Peace News 
readers who are willing to defy the 
police on a protest if need be, accord- 
ing to our Readership Survey) here’s 
a quote to remember: 


“The magisterial bench is no place 
for moral homilies or displays of 
moral indignation.” 


It comes from a piece in Justice of the 
Peace (the JP’s trade journal) 
criticising Herbert Ripper, the 
magistrate who recently in Brighton 
fined bookseller and poet Bill Butler 
(of Unicorn Bookshop) £250 plus 180 


guineas costs for selling “filth”. At 
the same time Mr Ripper savaged 
defence witnesses from Sussex 
University, and implied that the 
university should punish its depraved 
academics in some way. 


Personally, ’'m in two minds about 
the JP who misuses his position to 
sneer at those in the dock and cast 
scorn on their beliefs, appearance and 
general demeanour— at least where 
political protesters are concerned. 
The fellow who sits there without 
lifting his eyes, as if he was secretly 
reading some paperback, and hands 
out the fine like a juridical vending 
machine, is even more annoying—you 
don’t even get the consolation of a 
headline in the local paper. 


Still in court. So, after telling Rolling 
Stone Brian Jones that “I am going 
to fine you according to your means”, 
Mr R. E. Seaton, chairman of the 
Inner London Sessions, fined him £50 


with £105 costs for possession of 
cannabis. 

I suppose that’s about the equivalent 
of five or ten bob to the rest of us, 
which to my jaundiced eye suggests 
that the judge may have had a bit 
more doubt about the possibility of 
someone having planted it than the 
jury showed. é 
My headline of the week: “ Party 
chiefs split down the middle” (Daily 
Mirror, September 30). 

* 


Recently I criticised the Black Dwarf 
for ignoring Biafra. I hasten to point 
out that now they have made up for 
lost time by running an excellent 
piece on the economic background to 
the fighting by Robert Fitch and Mary 
Oppenheimer. Well worth reading, 
and Black Dwarf is both cheaper and 
more easily obtainable than Ramparts, 
sare originally ran it a few weeks 
ack. 


Biafra: John Hunwick replies to Robert Lambotte 


Economics of the jungle, indeed 


Robert Lambotte (‘“‘ Economics of the 
Jungle—Battle for Biafra,” September 
13) is no doubt right in claiming that 
international financial interests have 
played a big role in feeding the 
Nigeria-Biafra conflict. Curiously, 
however, he seems to see these in- 
terests working for the break-up of 
the country—in particular the 
secession of Biafra—and to brush 
aside the many other real issues that 
led up to the war. 


It is, in fact, the desire to preserve 
economic interests and a large market 
which has been an important factor 
leading Britain to supply Nigeria with 
arms to pursue the war of “unity”. 
American diplomatic backing for 
Lagos has a similar logic, and both 
countries are politically interested in 
maintaining intact the potentially 
richest and most densely populated 
English-speaking country in Africa. 
Their justification for these policies 
is strengthened, in their own eyes, by 
the necessity of neutralising Russian 
political and economic interests in 
Nigeria. 


Britain has by far the largest share 
of investment in Nigeria/Biafra— 
some £400-500 million, of which about 
£150 million is in Biafra—and this 
investment is continually increasing. 
The British Government calculated 
that failure to support the Lagos 
Government would have led to loss of 
both economic and political influence. 
The fact that Biafra was likely to 
stick by its secession and fight to the 
finish does not seem to have occurred 
to them, nor yet the fact that an 
embittered and anyhow disunited 


protest and revolution. YCND Council. (Accom- 
modation and transport, contact YCND, 14 
Grays Inn Road, WC1. 01-242 3506). 


SLOUGH. 7 pm. Friends Meeting House. Meet- 
ing with Satish Kumar. 


6 October, Sunday 


CARDIFF. 2 to 5 pm. Transport House, 42 
Charles Street. Blood for Vietnam donation 
session. (Also Oct 13). Details: Keryl Thomas, 
130 Ystrad Rd, Ystrad, Rhondda, Glam. 


LONDON NW3. 7.30 pm. ‘' Bird in Hand”, 
Hampstead (near underground). Cedric Thorn- 
berry: The results of the Greek referendum. 
London Group, League for Democracy in 
Greece. 

MANCHESTER. 2 pm. Jane and _é i “David 
Graham’s, 58 High Lane, Chorlton New com- 
mittee for menviolent direct action. Anyone 
ES come along/or contact John Hunt: 
43 3313. 


7 October, Monday 
SEVENOAKS. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House. 
Meeting with Satish Kumar. 

8 October, Tuesday 
BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm. ‘' The Crown’’, Cor- 


poration Street. Discussion Group. Mike 
Sheridan on ‘‘ The October Demonstration ’’. 


country would not be the best place 
in which to do business. 


Lambotte is wrong when he attempts 
to suggest that América has a vested 
interest in Biafran independence. 
Certainly American ofl companies 
operated in the old eastern Nigeria, 
but the only American there at 
present is a free-lance journalist. On 
the contrary, American interest is in 
a large tottering federation which 
will lean on Uncle Sam for “aid”. 
A dynamic and truly independent 
Biafra would not be to their interest. 


Lambotte writes from a very anti- 
Gaullist standpoint and is therefore 
quick to look for Elysee plots. Again 
he is wrong: Ivory Coast and Gabon 
were not the first countries to recog- 
nise Biafra. The first was that most 
independent of African states, Tan- 
zania, on April 13, 1968. Condemna- 
tion of ‘“balkanisation” in Africa 
will surely impress nobody with a 
sense of history—past or future. 
Africa was balkanised into its present 
hotch-potch of “states” (based on 
the European concept) by the colonial 
Powers. 


It is amusing to see a “socialist” 
leaping to the defence of this system: 
it is tragic to see African leaders so 
infected by the bogus notion of 
territorial sanctity with one tongue 
when they are calling for African 
“unity” with the other. If this unity 
is to be made up of diverse entities 
and to have any meaning, then surely 
many of the boundary lines of African 
states, which only represent the ex- 
tent to which one European Power or 
the other was able to grab territory 


CROYDON. 2.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Park Lane. Mrs Nellie Weiss on ‘‘ The Inter- 
national WILPF’”’ and ‘‘ The 1968 Congress 
Held in Denmark’’ Chairman, Dorothy Bing. 
WILPF Croydon and district. 


LONDON WC1. 8.30 pm. 53-4 Doughty Street 
(basement committee room), ‘‘ Rhodesia, 3 
years after UDI’’. Speaker: Nelson Samkange 
of the banned Rhodesian ‘ Daily News ’’. 
beareies and discussion. Holborn Ward Labour 
arty. 


TORQUAY. 7.30 pm. All Saints Hall, 


Meeting 
with Satish Kumar. 


15 October, Tuesday 


LONDON. 11 am. Gresvenor Square. Women's 
demonstration in support of Dr Spock. Bring 
children, placards concerning Dr Spock's sen- 
tence, Dr Spock's book ‘‘ Baby and Child 
Care’. Ealing Medical Aid Ctte for Vietnam 
(Women’s Group). 


17 October, Thursday 


LONDON WC1. 7.38 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Euston Road (room 16). Grattan Puxon on 
‘“‘ Human Rights for Gypsies ’’. Central London 
ILP open meeting. Collection. 


LONDON WC2. 7 pm. 52 St Martins Lane, Film 
viewing session. (See classified ad). 


in the 19th Century, will have to be 
redrawn if the next century of 
African history is not to be one of 
devastating wars which only redound 
to the advantage of neo-colonial 
divide-and-rule politics. 


All this is not to say that the French 
play of politics in Africa is not 
ultimately motivated by their own 
self-interest. However, there is as yet 
no evidence that Colonel Ojukwu sold 
oil concessions to Rothschild’s Bank, 
contrary to Lambotte’s assertion, nor 
yet that France made any statement 
favourable to Biafran self-determina- 
tion till July of this year. Lambotte 
writes as if oil only really existed in 
Biafra. He claims that four-fifths 
(80%) of it does: 1966 production 
figures show that less than two-thirds 
(actually 64%) was produced in that 
area: but of course, prospecting and 
extraction there were of much longer 
standing than in the mid-west area of 
Nigeria where the remaining 36% 
came from. 


Finally, Lambotte discounts any 
possibility of the Biafran struggle 
being radical or progressive. His two 
pieces of “evidence” by themselves 
prove nothing: Denard’s mercenaries 
spent only six weeks in Biafra (and 
left in December 1967) and some are 
now fighting on the Federal side along 
with British mercenaries and British 
and Russian ‘“ advisers”. The Hank 
Wharton air service from Lisbon to 
Biafra is certainly not a charity, but 
the Portuguese Government equally 
certainly does not “ organise ”’ it. 


On the positive side, it was the 
Biafrans’ desire for progress in the 
form of schools, roads, hospitals, and 
public utilities—most of which were 
established by local self-help, not by 
Government funds—that sent them 
out to work throughout Nigeria and 
which brought them in two genera- 
tions from subsistence farmers, 
hunters, and fishermen to the best 
developed and most educated embryo 
nation in Africa. It was also this, and 
the disparity between their success 
and drive and that of most other 
Nigerians, that made them envied, 
then feared, then hated and finally 
massacred and driven back to their 
homelands. 


Faced with this, an attempt to build 
their own state of Biafra and to run 
it at the pace thy wanted and in 
physical security was an almost in- 
evitable decision: it is only inter- 
national financial and political in- 
terests that now look like putting 
a stop to this. 


